
 

It generally agreed upon com-
mon wisdom that prevention 
is the best medicine.   
Nevertheless, I still manage 
to see quite a few dental 
emergencies despite this 
“common knowledge.”  In 
fact, I would have to say that 
recently, I am seeing more 
and more of them.   
When a person has a dental 
emergency, it is generally not 
a pleasant thing..  Typically, 
these are the result of ex-
tremely deep decay, 
sometimes periodontal 
abscesses, or accidents 
following trauma.   
The latter may be more 
difficult to control, but the 
first two definitely are not. 
The number one misconcep-
tion I encounter when it 
comes to dental pain and 
problems is that a cavity  usu-
ally hurts.  While this is typi-
cally true in its advanced 
stage, it is not  the norm when 
a cavity is just starting.  In 
fact, I would go so far as to 
say that even most moderate 
sized cavities will not cause 
many patients pain.  While 
there are a few exceptions to 
this (mostly based upon the 
location on the tooth), the 
truth is most cavities can eas-
ily go unnoticed by a patient.  

Sometimes, people will no-
tice dark spots on front teeth                                                 
alerting them to the onset of 
decay, but when it comes to 
the back teeth it’s a whole 
other story. 
Since back teeth are not as 
visible, decay may go unno-
ticed until it is advanced.  The 
main reason is that the outer 
layer of the tooth, your 
enamel, is all mineral.  There 
are no nerves in the enamel, 
so it doesn’t tend to transmit 

pain.  It’s actually 
something of an insula-
tor. 
The dentin, the next 
layer below, has sensa-

tion, but even there the decay 
has to travel pretty close to 
the nerve before you will feel 
it. 
The whole point is don’t let it 
get that far.  A cavity that 
today may cost $150, can 
very quickly turn into a root 
canal, buildup and crown and 
may end up costing closer  to 
$2,000. 
Don’t let things go that far.  
Extractions may be cheap in 
the short run, but lead to other 
long-run problems and ex-
penses. 
 

Sincerely, 

Dr.Walicki 

The Doctor’s Corner very  special 

thanks! 

 

Thanks again to a 

great group of 

friends who have 

extended themselves 

and recommended our 

practice to their 

family and friends.  

Thanks and please 

keep it up.  Some of 

your friends need 

LOTS and LOTS of 

reminders and pushes 

to call us that first 

time. 

to assist you in 

your efforts to 

refer your family 

and friends we are 

presently offering 

a new patient 

special.  This 

i n c l u d e s  a 

c o m p l e t e 

examination, all 

necessary x-rays, 

and a consultation 

for only $89.  This 

is $55 off the usual 

fee! 
 

Anyone interested 

should call our  

office at  

215-634 -7006 
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CareCredit is the leader in pa-
tient/client financing, and has 
helped more than 1 million 
patients get the treatment or 
procedures they needed and 
wanted. Patients can often 
obtain financing for treatment  
ranging from a few hundred 
dollars up to $25,000. We of-
fer plans with a low monthly 
payment to fit comfortably 
into almost every budget.  
 

There is really no need to put 
off needed treatment for indi-
viduals who qualify.  As many 
patients know, putting off 
treatment can lead to more 
painful problems and, unfortu-
nately, much higher dental 
bills in the long run.  
 

Please call our office and ask 
Megan to help you with any 
questions you may have.  If 
you prefer, you can contact 
CareCredit directly.  Visit  one 
o f  o u r  w e b s i t e s ,  a t 
www.T oo thW iz . co m o r 
www.BeddazlingSmile.com 
for direct links to CareCredit 
and to access an online appli-
cation. 
 

Getting your teeth fixed has 
never been closer with 
CareCredit financing! 
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Making Your  
Smile Affordable 



 

 If there were ever a way to 
magically transform a smile 
easily, quickly, and painlessly 
wouldn’t that be great?!   
What if the procedure were 
also reversible and didn’t re-
quire getting an injection?  
Better still, what if it only took 
two to three visits to com-
pletely transform a smile into 
a permanently white and stun-
ning look that could have peo-
ple admiring you each time 
you flashed your new pearly 
whites? 
Well, it is possible.  Lumi-
neers® by Cerinate® can ac-
complish all of those objec-
tives in most cases.  Dr. 
Walicki is a Lumineers®-
trained dentist and has been 
successfully placing these 
patented veneers for almost 
fifteen years.         
Check out our website at 
www.ToothWiz.com  for more 
information or call our office 
today for your consultation.  
You know how important a 
great smile can be.  Get yours 
today! 
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Here is a completely new twist 
on the Monthly Mouthful Spe-
cial! 
 
Do you have a favorite special 
you never got the chance to 
use before it expired?  Today 
is your lucky day!  Bring in an 
old copy of “The Mouthful” 
and we will honor the special 
of your choice from 2008 until 
last month.  How’s that for 
flexibility?! 

 

Start rummaging through 
those drawers.  There’s proba-
bly an old issue lying around 
somewhere! 
 

Expires:  July 16, 2010. 
 

May not be used with CareCredit® 
transactions. 

 

Call Today!Call Today!Call Today!Call Today!    

215-634-7006 

 

Contemplating Toothpaste? The Monthly 
Mouthful Offer 

One of the most common ques-
tions patients ask me is “What 
toothpaste should I use?”.   

You would think this a simple 
question to answer, but it actu-
ally depends upon whether you 
actually care about the ingredi-
ents….   

Did you know that toothpaste 
goes way back? According to 
dental historians, Egyptians 
used it over 5000 years ago — 
even before the toothbrush was 
invented.  It would seem that 
even in ancient times people 
were concerned about fresh 
breath, healthy gums, and 
white teeth.  Back then, they 
used crushed oyster shells and 
bones, along with herbal mints 
and salts to remove debris and 
leave a fresh taste in the 
mouth.  Though the substances 
used today are different, the 
concept is pretty much still the 
same.  Abrasives for scrubbing 
and flavorings for aroma and 
taste are common ingredients.  
So what’s the problem?   

The first point of controversy  
is the fluoride.  Many dentists 
feel it is helpful.   Yet, others 
actually believe it may lead to 
brittle teeth and bones.  Pretty 
much everyone agrees, how-
ever, that when swallowed it is 

harmful.  Children are prone 
to this, (parents have a really 
tough time stopping kids from 
swallowing toothpaste) so it 
can result in fluorosis which 
can also produce permanently 
discolored teeth.   

Then there is the question of 
abrasives.  Scrubbing your 
teeth to a white shine may 
sound desirable, but creating 
little scratches on your 
enamel can actually attract 
stains.  Not to mention that if 
you wear your enamel thin, 
your teeth can become more 
sensitive.   

For these reasons, to name 
just two, I prefer to use Tooth 

and Gums Paste®.  Developed 
by a dentist, it is safe, effec-
tive and leaves you with a 
fresh breath for hours.  Made 
entirely from natural sources, 
it also helps you to maintain 
healthy gum tissues.  Not 
available in stores, we carry it 
in our dental office. A little 
goes a very long way, and 
because it doesn’t contain 
sodium laurel sulfate (a foam-
ing agent that certain sources 
fear is linked to oral cancer), 
you won’t look like a rabid 
dog after using it!  Ask to buy 
a tube at your next visit. 

 
Dr. Richard J. Walicki 
2260 E. Allegheny Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA  19134 

PRST STD 
US POSTAGE PAID 

PHILADELPHIA, PA  19134 
PERMIT NO. 7044 

In This Issue . . . Making your smile affordable. 


